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Bourdieu’s Constructive Structuralism and
the Dynamics of Social Fields

Sun-Kee Chung

Professor of Sociology, Chungnam National University

Bourdieu’s field theory is a persuasive analytical model that can elucidate the problem of the
relative autonomy of a superstructure built by sub-sectors of a highly differentiated society. It
is far from the commonly raised ‘base reflection theory’ or ‘economic reduction theory’, and
the point that it does not comprehensively deal with the problems from the daily practice of
various actors cannot be a fair criticism. Field theory starts from the classic problem-raising
of ‘social inequality” and ‘inverted consciousness’, and continues the tradition of Weber's sociology,
which focuses on ‘inequality at the symbolic level’ and ‘institutionalization of values’. It explains
not only how competition and struggle over symbolic values in various differentiated areas of
society operate, but also how the autonomy of individual fields is strengthened and how it operates
as a mechanism for reproducing social inequality. By opening up the possibility of analyzing not
only the structural characteristics within fields but also the relationships between fields, it (1)
provides an explanation of the ‘relative’ autonomy that appears in sub-fields of a differentiated
society, and (2) by redefining the concept of class, it contributes to analyzing the problem of
inequality in society, and (3) helps in understanding the dynamics of reproduction of inequality
operating in certain areas of society.

Keywords: Bourdieu, Social Fields, Habitus, Symbolic Struggle, Inequality, Constructivist Approach,
Relational Position
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