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Keyword Network Analysis of the Research Trends in Trauma

Jeong Mi Jang, Hye Seon Son

Marine Corps Education & Training Group, 53rd Infantry Division Republic of Korea Army

This study examined the research trends in trauma studies in Korea using keyword network
analysis. Accordingly, trauma-related research articles published in domestic academic journals
were collected, and the keywords presented in the articles were extracted. NetMiner 4.5 was
used to analyze keyword co-occurrence frequencies and network structures. The results are
as follows. First, the most frequently occurring keywords included posttraumatic growth, qualitative
research, post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), adolescents, trauma experience, and healing.
Second, the results of degree centrality and betweenness centrality analyses suggested that
post-traumatic growth and PTSD were the most central concepts, suggesting their pivotal roles
in trauma research. Third, ego network analyses centered on posttraumatic growth and PTSD
showed that various therapeutic approaches and target populations were interconnected, indicating
that trauma research encompasses recovery, intervention, and social contexts. Fourth, cluster
analysis identified three major thematic areas: trauma experience and symptoms, recovery and
intervention, and social issues and target populations. Based on these findings, this study identified
the key knowledge structure of trauma research and discussed the implications for future research
directions and counseling practice.
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