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Relationship Between Materialism and Verbal Aggression on Social
Network Services: Mediating Effects of Self-Objectification and Envy

HyeonJoo Kim, Kyoung Ok Seol

Department of Psychology, Ewha Womans University

Women in their 20s are repeatedly exposed to appearance-related and social comparison content
in social network service (SNS) environments, and such experiences may be associated with aggressive
behavior. This study examined a structural pathway through which materialistic values among women
in their 20s lead to verbal aggression on SNS, mediated by self-objectification and envy toward others.
An online self-report survey was conducted with 309 women in their 20s who use SNS in South
Korea. The data were analyzed using structural equation modeling. The results suggested that
materialistic values positively predicted self-objectification, and self-objectification positively predicted
malicious and benign envy. Among these, only malicious envy showed a significant positive association
with verbal aggression on SNS. Materialistic values also indirectly influenced verbal aggression on
SNS via the sequential mediation of self-objectification and malicious envy. In contrast, benign envy
was not significantly associated with aggressive behavior. These findings extend research on aggression
by highlighting aggressive behavior among women in their 20s within the SNS context as an indirect
interaction environment, and provide empirical evidence that self-objectification can lead to behavioral
outcomes.

Keywords: Matenialism, Self-objectification, Malicious envy, Benign envy, Verbal Aggression, SNS
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