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An Exploratory Study on Enhancing the Library and Information
Science Curriculum through Experiential Learning Theory

Seungjin Kwak, Yeonghee Noh, Bongsuk Kang

Chungnam National University, Konkuk University, Jeonbuk National University

This study examined practicum-based education in Library and Information Science (LIS) through
Kolb's experiential learning theory (1984), and aimed to identify curricular gaps in curriculum
and suggest improvement strategies. Six domains—Library and Information Center Management,
Information Services, Information Organization, Information Science, Bibliography and Archival
Studies, and General LIS—were analyzed. A survey of LIS majors assessed the perceived importance
and performance across practicum types, with data evaluated using importance-performance
analysis (IPA) and Borich’s needs assessment. Findings indicate significant discrepancies between
importance and performance in all domains. Concrete experience was rated high in both, requiring
sustained emphasis. Conversely, active application training and theory discovery in real contexts
were judged important but underperformed, calling for targeted reinforcement. Reflective
observation showed relatively lower priority. These results suggest that the LIS practicum curricula
should move beyond fragmented experiences toward a systematic design integrating theory,
reflection, and application. This study offers foundational insights for strengthening professional
competencies and guiding the development of a comprehensive LIS practicum model.

Keywords: Library, Librarian, Practicum-based Education, Experiential Learning Theory, Concrete
Experience, Reflective Observation, Active Experimentation
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