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A Study on the 2023/2024 German Immigration Reform and
lts Implications: Focusing on Immigration Policies
for Skilled Workers from Third Countries

Sookkyong Kim

Graduate School of International Studies, Pusan National University

Korea is facing a structural crisis of population decline and labor shortages because of persistent
low fertility and rapid aging, underscoring the need for immigration policy reforms. Germany,
the largest economy in the European Union and a major host of refugees, encountered similar
challenges and implemented a large-scale immigration reform in 2023/2024. The reform combines
multiple measures expanding skilled labor inflows, the easing of naturalization requirements, and
restructuring asylum and irregular migration management, aiming to reposition Germany as a
modern immigration state. The key initiatives include relaxed EU Blue Card criteria, introduction
of the points-based Opportunity Card, and streamlined recognition of foreign degrees and
professional qualifications to facilitate the entry of skilled migrants into the labor market. At the
same time, Germany adopts a more selective “dual-structure” approach toward asylum seekers
and undocumented migrants by expediting deportation procedures, enacting the Repatriation
Improvement Act, and reducing welfare benefits. This study analyzed the background and key
policy changes of Germany's immigration reform and examined their implications for addressing
demographic challenges, stabilizing the labor market, and advancing national development
strategies. Building on this analysis, this study offers insights for designing Korea's immigration
policy to respond to its demographic crisis and secure a skilled workforce.

Keywords: Low Birthrate, Aging Population, Immigration Policy, German Immigration Reform
(2023/2024), Skilled Labor Migration
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