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The Relation Between Subjective Social Status and Social
Integration: Moderated Mediation Effect of Public Social Participation
and Relative Deprivation

Hye Joong Kwon, Kyoung Ok Seol

Ewha Womans University

As a member of society a sense of social integration, which is the feeling of belonging to a
society through social participation, is necessary for one’s psychological well-being. This study
examined the relationship between subjective social class and social integration through public
social participation and the moderated mediation effect of relative deprivation among 468 adults
in their 30s and 40s. SPSS PROCESS macro was used to analyze the moderated mediation effect
model. We found that higher subjective social class was associated with higher levels of social
integration, which was partially mediated by public social participation. This relationship was
significant when the mediation effect was moderated by the level of relative deprivation, but
only when the relative deprivation was low. This suggests that a high subjective social class
positively predicts social integration via public social participation, but only when relative deprivation
is low. Based on these findings, we suggest the need for psychosocial policy support to reduce
the relative deprivation of individual members of society.

Keywords: Subjective Social Status, Social Integration, Public Social Participation, Relative
Deprivation
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