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A Qualitative Study on the Family and Social Relationship

Experiences of Later-Arrived Migrant Youth

Nayeon Kim, Ayeong Jang, Soongyu Kim

Jeonbuk National University

This study explored the experiences of later-arrived migrant youth in forming family and social
relationships in Korea, focusing on the challenges they face and their adaptation process. Using
a qualitative case study approach, in-depth interviews were conducted on six youths aged 9
to 24 years, as defined by the Framework Act on Youth, between February 25 and March 3,
2025. The analysis identified five main categories: “Challenges and Opportunities in Korean Life,”
“‘Adverse Conditions,” “Positive Relationship Factors,” “Trusted Networks in Korea and the Country
of Origin,” and “Support Systems for Relationship Building.” The findings revealed that discrimination
and exclusion are common experiences during the relationship forming process. However, the
presence of stable family and social support networks plays a critical role in promoting successful
adaptation. The study concluded by suggesting policy and practical interventions aimed at
strengthening support systems to aid the stable settlement and social integration of later-arrived
migrant youth.

Keywords: Later-Arrived Migrant Youth, Family Relationship, Social Relationship, Social Support
System, Qualitative Research
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