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Focusing on Terrestrial Broadcasting and OTT

Young-A Song

Department of Advertising and PR, Hallym University

This study examines the regulatory imbalance between terrestrial broadcasting and over-the-top
(OTT) platforms in Korea by applying Stone's policy paradox framework. While terrestrial
broadcasters remain subject to strict advertising regulations under the Broadcasting Act, OTT
platforms are largely self-regulated. This has intensified the inconsistencies in the current regulatory
system. Such disparities generate multiple challenges, including violations of fairness, inefficiency
in the advertising market, conflicts between the values of freedom and safety, and the expansion
of regulatory blind spots. To address these issues, this study proposes four policy recommendations.
First, advertising regulations should be applied on a content-based rather than a platform-based
standard, ensuring parity in the rules for similar content. Second, OTT platforms should have
minimum legal safeguards to enhance youth protection and social responsibility. Third, terrestrial
broadcasting regulations should be rationally readjusted to balance industrial competitiveness
with public interest. Fourth, Korea should establish an internationally coherent regulatory model
by benchmarking the experiences of the United States and the European Union. By exploring
an advertising regulatory paradigm suited to the OTT era, this study contributes to expanding
the theoretical scope of research in media regulation, providing practical policy alternatives that
simultaneously promote industrial growth while protecting consumer rights.

Keywords: TV Advertising Regulation, OTT Advertising Regulation, Policy Goals, Policy Paradox

Analyzing the Policy Paradox of Advertising Regulation Asymmetry:
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