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The Relationship between Types of Subjective Perception of Fair
Equality of Opportunity and Perception of Possibility of Class Ascent:
Using Latent Class Analysis

Yunseon Jang, Changkeun Han

Department of Social Welfare, Sungkyunkwan University

Research on the subjective perception of fair equality of opportunity is crucial. In particular, the
subjective perception of fair equality of opportunity can influence the perception of the possibility
of class ascent. This study aimed to examine how subjective perception of fair equality of opportunity
is classified into different types and to analyze what factors influence the types of the perception.
Furthermore, this study examined the extent to which the types of subjective perception of fair
equality of opportunity are related to the perception of the possibility of class ascent. For these
purposes, this study uses ‘2023 Social Integration Study’ was used, and the study sample is
4,780. Latent class analysis and logistic regression analysis were utilized to test the research
questions. The key findings were as follows: First, subjective perception of fair equality of opportunity
was classified into three types (high, moderate, and low types). Second, the moderate type was
more prevalent and was characterized as being ambiguous and having mixed perceptions. Third,
while the types of subjective perception of fair equality of opportunity were found to have a
significant impacts on the respondents’ perception of possibility of class ascent, the types were
not significantly related to children’s perception of possibility of class ascent. This study concluded
with several implications to enhance subjective perception of fair equality of opportunity.

Keywords: Subjective Perception of Fair Equality of Opportunity, Perception of Possibility of Class
Ascent, Latent Class Analysis, Logistic Regression Analysisn
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