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The Formation of Elderly Male Apartment Security Guards
into Workers through Labor Center Organizing:
A Case Study of Chungcheongnam-do Guards

Sang Pyo Lee

Ph.D. Candidate, Dept. of Labor Studies, Korea University

This article examined how elderly apartment security guards in Chungcheongnam-do, South Korea,
were formed into ‘workers’, employing a life-history perspective. While existing research on worker
formation has primarily focused on young industrial workers or participants in democratic labor
movements, this study concepyualized late-life labor not as a departure from working life, but
as its continued and reconfigured trajectory. Drawing on in-depth interviews with six senior male
security guards engaged in an autonomous security workers’ association, the analysis traced
their early rural labor experiences, transitions through self-employment and the informal labor
market, entry into security work, and participation in labor center-led organizing initiatives. The
findings demonstrated that such organizing activities enabled otherwise isolated individuals to
recognize unfair treatment as a structural issue and to acquire the language and networks necessary
for public articulation. This process, akin to E. P. Thompson’s notion of ‘class formation’, represents
both the outcome of social construction and the accumulation of subjective practice, thereby
fostering the agency of elderly workers. By moving beyond the view of elderly workers solely
as a vulnerable group, the article highlighted their capacity to speak, organize, and actively shape
their own formation.

Keywords: Elderly Worker, Security Worker, Labor Center, Organizing, Formation of Workers
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