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Perceptions of Fairness, Social Trust, and Immigrant Inclusion:
Conditional Indirect Effects across Age Groups

Ja Hyun Shin, Myung Hwa Hong, Zi Yang Ding

Yonsei University

Amid the ongoing public debate about fairness, this study examined how perceptions of fairness
influence the inclusion of immigrants, particularly through the mediating role of social trust, and
whether age groups moderate this pathway. In the first model, perceptions of fairness were
positively associated with social trust. In the second model, only social trust was a significant
predictor of immigrant inclusion, whereas perceptions of fairness were not. Bootstrapping results
confirmed the mediating effect of social trust. Although the full moderated mediation analysis
did not reveal a significant moderating effect of age groups, conditional mediation analyses showed
that the mediation through social trust was significant among individuals aged 40 years and older.
Based on the results, we present practical and policy implications to prevent generational conflict
and promote social integration.

Keywords: Perceptions of Faimess, Social Trust Immigrant Inclusion, Age, Conditional Mediation
Analysis
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