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A Study on Caring Murder Cases in Elderly People with Dementia:
An Analysis of Newspaper Articles from 1995 to 2024

Aran Park, Nayun Lee, Yeop Noh

Jeonbuk National University

In Korea, murder cases of elderly people with dementia occurs one after another every year,
but there is a lack of understanding of this situation as well as insufficient countermeasures.
In this study, we identify the status of caring murder cases among elderly with dementia reported
in newspaper articles from January 1, 1995 to July 31, 2024, and examine the risk factors for
caring murder by dividing them into personal, economic, and social factors. An analysis of 129
cases reported in domestic daily newspapers revealed the following findings: First, the cases
of elderly people with dementia reported as victims of caring murder were ‘over 80s” and ‘elderly
women’, and the duration of illness was often ‘more than 1 year but less than 3 years’. Second,
the murderer was often a ‘son’, and the perpetrator was often in his 50s. Third, among the
risk factors for caring murder, ‘temporary anger due to dementia symptoms (Behavioral and
Psychological Symptoms of Dementia)’ was frequently reported as a personal factor, and ‘difficulties
due to long-term living' were frequently reported as an economic factor. There were many concerns
that it would be a burden on families due to social factors. Based on these research results,
practical policy suggestions were presented to prevent and resolve caring murder among elderly
people with dementia.

Keywords: Dementia, The Elderly, Caring murder, Care, Newspaper
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