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Reconstructing a Theory of Justice for the Vulnerable:
Normative and Political Analysis of Injustice and the Search for
Practical Alternatives

Wook-Jin Kim, Jong Hwa Lee, Seung Jae An, Sunyu Ham, Youngim Moon

University of Seoul, Kangnam University, Chungnam University, KIHASA, KFPD

This paper explores the injustice of social exclusion experienced by the vulnerable, the reasons
such injustices remain uncorrected, and the efforts needed for correction, from philosophical,
political, and practical perspectives. Specifically, based on Axel Honneth's theory of recognition
struggle and Nancy Fraser’s dual theory of redistribution-recognition, it finds answers to the
raised issues centering on cultural recognition, economic redistribution, the equality of participation
and representation, the activation of social discourse mechanisms, the spread of a culture of
recognition, and the search for alternative social security systems. Additionally, it emphasizes
the spreading the values of empathy and coexistence to minimize social exclusion and reestablish
an inclusive notion of justice. In the context of the increasing presence of vulnerable individuals
in our society, the discussions in this paper are expected to lay the foundation for establishing
a normative and political framework for a new concept of justice. Furthermore, Furthermore,
it will contribute to establishing scientific and practical foundational data to resolve issues related
to the vulnerable, such as eliminating blind spots and promoting social integration.

Keywords: Welfare for the Vulnerable, Companion for the Vulnerable, Struggle for Recognition,
Dual Theory of Redistribution and Recognition
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