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The Effects of Multidimensional Poverty on Suicidal Ideation among
Young Adults

Cheamin Seo, Jinho Jhone, Sungkyu Lee

Soongsil University

The purpose of this study was to categorize multidimensional poverty and examine the effect of
the latent class of multidimensional poverty on suicidal ideation among young adults. In this regard,
latent class analysis and binary logistic regression analysis were conducted using data from the
Survey on the Living Conditions and Welfare Needs of Youths, 2019. The study’s main findings
were as follows. First, among young adults, income poverty (32.6%), housing cost burden (22.8%),
and educational attainment poverty (21.8%) were observed to be the highest in terms of the economic,
housing, and educational dimensions of poverty, respectively. Second, the multidimensional poverty
of young adults was categorized into three types: income-minimum housing space-leisure poverty
(9.6%), Income-education-housing cost burden poverty (8.1%) and non-poverty (82.3%). Third,
compared to the non-poverty type, the income-education-housing cost burden poverty type was
more likely to have suicidal ideation among young adults. Based on these findings, this study discusses
practical and policy implications for preventing suicide among young adults.

Keywords: Young Adults, Youth Poverty, Multidimensional Poverty, Suicidal Ideation, Suicide
Prevention
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