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Media Coverage of Mental liness Before and After the Introduction
of the Mental lllness Coverage Guidelines

So-Hae Park, Seon-Ja Kim, Mi-Kyung Seo

Gyeongsang National University

This study sought to examine the media coverage of mental ilnesses before and after the introduction
of guidelines for reporting mental illnesses in Korea. For this purpose, content analysis of 88
daily newspaper articles was performed for one year before and after the Mental lliness Reporting
Guideline 1.0 were announced on April 28, 2022. The results of this study are as follows. First,
the results comparing compliance with the five principles before and after the introduction of
the guidelines revealed; no statistically significant difference. Second, among the detailed items
of ‘Principle 1. Be careful about using terms related to mental illness’, the item Refrain from
promoting risk awareness’ was the only item that showed a compliance rate of around 20%.
Third, in the type of person involved in ‘Principle 4. Must include opinions of people related to
mental illness’, ‘'no mention’ was the highest. Fourth, the compliance rate for ‘Principle 5. Mental
iiness is preventable and recoverable and specifying information on requesting help’ was 0.0%.
Based on these research results, we discussed ways to improve the mental illness reporting
guidelines and specific ways to utilize the guidelines more universally.

Keywords: Newspaper Coverage, Mental Health Reporting Guidelines, Content Analysis, Social
Stigma
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