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How Did COVID-19 Change the Perception of Basic Income
Introduction?: Focusing on Comparison by Generations™

Minsoo Kim

Institute for Social Science Research, Pusan National University

This study sought to identify how public perception of the introduction of a basic income changed
before and after the outbreak of COVID-19, generation by generation. To achieve this, 2018
and 2021 were used from the Korean General Social Survey (KGSS) conducted by the Survey
Research Center (SRC) of the East Asian Academy of Sungkyunkwan University. The analysis
included a total of 1,610 people. The differences in differences analysis method was used to
verify the pure effect. Main results show that first, the lower the average monthly household
income of a person, the more progressive the person’s political tendencies; and the more satisfied
a person was with the current political situation, the more positive the influence on the person’s
perception about the introduction of a basic income. Second, when looking at the pure effect
of COVID-19, generation by generation, it was found that youth generation had an increased
perception of opposition to the introduction of a basic income, compared to the middle-aged
and the elderly generation. Based on the main results of the analysis, policy measures are presented
to improve Korea's existing social security policy and to introduce a new social security policy
in the future.

Keywords: COVID-19. Emergency Disaster Relief Funds, Perception of Basic Income Introduction,
Comparison Between Generations, Differences in Differences Analysis Method

* This work was supported by the Ministry of Education of the Republic of Korea and the National
Research Foundation of Korea (NRF-2023S1A5B5A16076821)
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