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Qualitative Case Study on 60-year-old Women who Support Their
Working Mother Daughters by Raising Grandchildren

Yu-Na Choi, Hae-Sol Won, Ju-Young Lee, Gi-Eun Sung

School of Social Welfare, Yonsei University

This study was conducted on women in their 60s to examine the psychological, economic, and
relationship conflicts experienced in the process of supporting and caring for their daughters
in their 30s or 40s as well as grandchildren. To this end, a case study was conducted through
in-depth interviews on seven women in their 60s in charge of raising their grandchildren for
more than 6 months. ‘In-case analysis’ and ‘case-to-case analysis’ were performed using transcripts
of interviews as analytical data, and ATLAS Tl 8.0 was used as the analysis program. In-case
analysis revealed the process of being in charge of raising a grandchild and helping her daughter
because she is a mother. In the case-to-case analysis, seven categories and 15 themes were
drawn, and the categories derived were ‘Mother’'s Love to Support Daughter’, ‘Ambivalence for
Daughter's Social Activities’, ‘Traditional Gender Roles still Solidified’, ‘Meeting with Grandchildren’,
‘My Life Changed by Raising Grandchildren’, ‘Support of My Life’, and ‘The First Step of Mother
for a Better Life’. Based on these results, our team suggests support for grandparents who
take care of their grandchildren, and further, social and national policies and clinical practices
for working mothers.

Keywords: Parenting of grandchildren, Maternal Grandmother, Mother, Daughter, Working Mom,
Qualitative Research, Case Stuay
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