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An Exploratory Study on the Disaster Safety Policy for People with
Disabilities: Focusing on Disaster Vulnerability

Su Yeon Lee

Sungkyunkwan University

In 2015, the Sendai Framework was adopted at the 3rd UN World Conference on Disaster Risk
Reduction. The Sendai Framework believes that risk management of the disaster-vulnerable group
is important, and since then, Korea has been alert for disaster safety of people with disabilities.
Korea has established a disaster safety net for people with disabilities by recognizing (people
with) disabilities as disaster-vulnerable people in the 2017 Framework Act on Disaster and Safety
Management. However, in August 2022, the disaster of families with developmental disabilities
who drowned at home due to flooding became an issue, and the disaster safety system for
people with disabilities was re-examined. This study aims to examine disaster vulnerabilities of
people with disabilities, analyze the Korean systems and services that can protect against disaster
vulnerabilities, and present improvement measures accordingly. The disaster vulnerability areas
(movement, care, medical use, information access) of the people with disabilities were identified
by analyzing related news articles of 2022 and previous studies. Laws and services related to
disasters for people with disabilities were also examined. Considering the results of our analysis,
a lack of laws and services in the areas of movement, care, medical use, and information access,
and improvement plan and implications are discussed.

Keywords: People with Disabilities, Disaster Vulnerability, Disaster Systems, Disaster Services
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