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Qualitative Study on the Experiences and Needs for After-school
Care Services for Elementary School Students

Seon Ok Son, Tae Yeun Kim

Sungshin Women's University, Chungnam National University

Recent discussions on expanding after-school care for elementary school students have escalated,
but there has been a lack of discussion from the perspective of the demanders (parents). This
study attempts to provide an evidence base for establishing an after-school care system for
elementary school students that can meet the needs and desires of the parents. Focus group
interviews were conducted by enrolling 23 parents of elementary school children, and ways to
improve the after-school care system for elementary school students were discussed. Our analysis
revealed that the experiences and evaluations of after-school care of elementary school children
were organized into five major themes and 12 sub-themes. The themes are summarized as follows:
heavy childcare responsibilities for parents, after-school care services that do not meet parents’
expectations, gaps in after-school care, safety as the most important value in childcare, and
lack of information about after-school care services. Based on these findings, we propose
establishing a universal after-school care system for elementary school children, which includes
safety and education. The study further discusses the importance of increasing accessibility through
the promotion of after-school care services.

Keywords: After-school Care for Elementary School Students, Focus Group Interview, After-school
Care Gap, Policy Improvement Plan
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