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Social Capital and Trust in Government:
The Mediating Effect of Social Justice Perceptions

Donguk Kim, Sangwoo Hong, Sookjong Lee

Sungkyunkwan University

Trust in government has declined gradually in the Republic of Korea in recent times. For this
reason, many scholars have focused on social capital to explain this situation. However, many
studies reveal that social capital has an uneven effect on trust in government. This unevenness
suggests the existence of some mediating variables between social capital and trust in government.
We postulated that the social justice perceptions of people could play such a role, as many
people regard social justice as essential in today's politics. Our analysis finds that, first, among
the social capital variables, social trust had only a direct effect on trust in government. Second,
social trust, social participation, and the sense of local community influenced social justice
perception, which is a mediator variable. Third, social capital (social trust, social participation,
and a sense of local community) had an indirect effect on trust in government through social
justice. Based on our research, we suggest the following implications: people need to believe
that justice prevails if social capital boosts trust in government. Accordingly, the government
needs to nurture a just social system, guaranteeing fairer social opportunities and distributional
benefits.

Keywords: Social Capital, Trust in Government, Social Justice, Mediate effect



	사회자본이 정부신뢰에 미치는 영향: 사회공정성 매개효과를 중심으로
	1. 서론
	2. 이론적 검토
	3. 연구설계
	4. 분석 결과
	5. 결론 및 함의
	참고문헌


