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A Study on Symbolizing the Image of Instant Cup Noodles

Su-Ji Jeong, Byung Woo Sohn

Chungnam National University

This study examines the symbolization of images based on a survey of ‘instant cup noodles’
by Peirce’s semiotics, while paying attention to the social phenomenon in which instant cup noodles
found in the pictures of the belongings of the deceased became deeply related to the deaths
of irregular workers after the 2016 Guui Station accident and 2018 Taean Power Plant tragedy.
To this end, this study reviews commens, the agreed meaning of instant cup noodles in Korean
society, and analyses why instant cup noodles became the focus of all eyes. Subsequently, the
study specifically analyzes the symbolization process of instant cup noodles by checking how
the ‘instant cup noodles’ sign represents objects in terms of icon, index and symbol. Finally,
this study examines how instant cup noodles as a symbol, create meanings by looking at various
communication subjects, and reveal the dynamic aspects of the competition of social meanings.
As a result of the analysis, the ‘instant cup noodles’ sign was summarized as a keyword of
handiness and convenience in Korean society. It was also a sign that could share and identify
specific emotions along with the immediate transmission of the meaning of a resource shortage.
After the death of the two Kims, the ‘instant cup noodles’ sign replaces the ‘real world’ at the
existential level as an ‘icon’, the ‘poor working environment’ and ‘death’ at the behavioral level
as an ‘index’, and the ‘irregular workers’ at the interpretive level as a ‘symbol’. As such, instant
cup noodles, which have become a symbol of non-regular workers, have been interpreted from
various angles by our social communication subjects and have continued to produce infinite meanings
to date. In other words, instant cup noodle image which has become a symbol of irregular workers
in Korean society, does not exist in a fixed sense but can be understood as a dynamic process
by itself that continues to find new interpretations.

Keywords: Image, Peirce’s Semiotics, lcon, Index, Symbol. Semiosis, Symbolizing of the image,
Instant cup noodles
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