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Population Aging and Generational Conflict:
Intergenerational Equity over Resource Allocation

Sun-Jae Hwang

Department of Sociology, Chungnam National University

Since the early 2000s, issues of population aging and generational conflict have begun to emerge
in Korean society. On the one hand, socioeconomic inequality, polarization, and instability, which
began to increase in the mid-1990s, led to discourses on fairness and equity, and socioeconomic
burdens and the ripple effects from deepening population aging began to be seen from the
perspective of intergenerational equity. On the other hand, concerns about the decrease in the
working-age population and the sustainability of the national economy, which are accelerating
due to low birth rates and the aging population, are forming the demographic basis of this trend.
The key issues linking population aging and generational conflict examined through big data analysis
turned out to be “jobs” and ‘national pension,” and ‘medical expenses” were not yet a key factor.
In the case of job issues examined through official statistical analysis, the trend of the entire
group in their 50s, which has been relatively strong over the same period as the male group
in their 20s, who has been struggling in terms of job quantity (the employment rate) and quality
(employment type, income level) since the early 2000s, is noticeable. In the case of intergenerational
resource allocation issues such as pensions, welfare, and medical expenses examined through
the analysis of National Transfer Accounts, age redistribution from the working-age population
to the elderly continues to increase. In conclusion, population aging and generational conflict
in Korean society today need to be approached from the perspective of intergenerational equity
and integration over socioeconomic resource allocation at the national level.

Keywords: Population Aging, Generational Conflict. Fairness, Social Cohesion, Jobs, National
Transfer Accounts
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