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A Study on Social Welfare Policy in the King Sejong Period:
Based on The Annals of the Sejong Silok

Ohk-Ju Kim, Duk-Hee Jang

Uiduk University

This study aimed to provide a traditional basis for Korea's social welfare policies by analyzing
policies from the King Sejong period and understanding them in the modern context. To achieve
the above objectives, nine social welfare fields (public assistance, children, women, the disabled,
the elderly, families, multicultural, medical and correctional social welfare) based on the annals
of Sejong were derived by a reinterpretation of social welfare policies using the Gilbert and Terrell's
analysis framework. First, the social service clients were from various strata, including the poor,
children, women, the disabled, the elderly, criminal, and the naturalized citizen. Second, the prevalent
payment form of allowances were antreal goods such as rice, beans, corn, and cotton, and
there were also allowances such as maternity leave, the offer of a government post, etc. Third,
the delivery system was handled by the central and local governments, and there was also an
organization dedicated to abandoned children and health issues. Fourth, finance was state-funded,
and a few cases of private sector participation have been analyzed. In conclusion, it was observed
that the characteristics of King Sejong’s selective social welfare policies can be the basis for
traditionality in the social welfare policy today.
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