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The Trend Analysis of ‘Cultural Contents’ Research Using Topic
Modeling and Keyword Network Analysis

Yohan Min, Giyoung Kim, Ok Nam Park

Sangmyung University

As interest in original Korean content expands, and due to the development of digital technology,
the production, distribution, and utilization of cultural content varies. The area of cultural content
has become an important industry beyond the way we live, and it has been emphasized as a
vital source of value-added creation in the country. The purpose of this study is to examine
flow in the area of cultural content for various academic disciplines. To analyze the research
trends of cultural content, topic modeling and keyword network analysis were conducted based
on articles published in KCl from 2002 to 2019. The study has shown that Korea, development,
stories, and literature are among the most important keywords. The first period (2002 to 2009)
was a leap forward in cultural content research, and the combination of cultural content and
information technology led to cultural content becoming an important industry in the Republic
of Korea. It was a time when research on the digitization of a variety of original cultural content,
and the availability of original content using digital technology, was actively conducted. The second
period (2010 to 2014) is interpreted as a growth stage for cultural content research in various
areas—Chinese culture, Hallyu (Korean wave), narrative, literature, and regions—based on
recognizing the possibility of using proven cultural content identified through digitization technology
in the first period. The third period (2015 to 2019) was the maturity stage, in which various
studies were conducted into the expansion of the cultural content industry as recognized through
the first and second periods in a variety of industries, including tourism, festivals, history, religion,
region and space, and education. Topic modeling and network analysis shows this study is meaningful
in that the research trend has continued for about 20 years in various ways.

Keywords: Cultural Content, Research Trends, Network Analysis, Topic Modeling
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