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Changes in the Perceived Value of an Education in School Dropouts,
and Their Thoughts about the Future

Mi-Kyoung Kim

Gyeongsang National University

This study observes the changes in the value of an education as perceived by school dropouts
and their thoughts about their own futures over time, in order to determine the effects of the
value of an education on their thoughts about their future. Data from 776 students in a panel
survey of school dropouts from 2013 to 2016 were used for this study. Latent growth modeling
was used as the main statistical method to analyze the perceived value of an education and
thoughts about the futures held by school dropouts. As a result of the analysis, the value of
an education as perceived by school dropouts showed a decreasing trend, and positive thoughts
about the future also decreased. Moreover, the value of an education as initially perceived by
school dropouts was found to have significant negative effects over time on changes in their
thoughts about their future, indicating that it affected the process of their growth into adults
after adolescence. These analysis results suggest the need to prepare a support system for
school dropouts and the need for environmental support to help them grow into sound citizens.
Based on the results, this study suggests the need for a system to support healthy growth
in school dropouts, it discusses the implications of such a system, and provides suggestions
for follow-up studies.

Keywords: School Dropouts, Value of an Education, Thinking about the Future
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