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Analysis on the Wage Determinants of Care Worker in the Long-term
Care Facilities in Korea: Focused on the Sociodemographic factors,
Working type factors, and Institution factors

Yongpil Moon, Hoyong Lee

Gwangju University Division of Social Welfare,
National Health Insurance Service Health Insurance Institute

The purpose of this study was to understand the wage levels of care workers in long-term
care facilities and analyze the determinants of wages. This analysis was conducted using
the “Long-term Care Institution Panel Management Survey” by the Health Insurance Institute,
NHIS(National Health Insurance Service). The analysis results are as follows.

First, the average age of care workers of long-term care facilities was 55.6 years. Their average
monthly salary was 1.65 million, and the average working durations of care workers was one
year and 11 months. Care workers worked mainly eight-hour shifts and three shifts per day,
and they worked for 181 hours per month. The salary cost was 68.9% of the total expenditure
of long-term care facilities. There are 0.45% of profit and loss ratio. The types of work affected
the wages of care workers. Wages increased with age and with increasing working hours. In
addition, the eight-hour working group earned higher wages than the other care workers groups.
Third, types of service and the establishment of affiliated facilities influenced the wage level
of care workers. There was a difference in the wage levels by sizes of the facilities and locations
of the facilities. In the type of institution establishment, municipal and corporate facilities showed
higher wages than private facilities. In addition, the wage level increased as the labor expenditure
rate of the institution’s total expenditure increased, so the wage level of care workers increased.
Based on the research results, this study presented policy implications for improving the wage
level, and labour conditions of long-term care facilities care workers.

Keywords: Care Worker, Wage Status, Improvement of Labor Condiition, Long—term Care Insurance,
Expenditure Rate of Wages of Long-term Care Facilities
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