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Social Capital and Life Satisfaction of Elderly who Lives Alone:
Focusing on Regional Difference in Depression and Public Pension

Junpyo Kim, Soon Eun Kim
SSK Research Center for Aging Society, Seoul National University

Graduate School of Public Administration, Seoul National University & Researcher,
The Korea Institute of Public Affairs, Seoul National University

This study examined the effects of social capital on life satisfaction among elderly who live alone,
and investigated themediation and moderation effects of depression and public income and its
regional difference. For this, the 11th waves of the Korean Welfare study additional survey, and
452 elderly who live alone were selected for the analysis. The SPSS Macro Process v.2.16 was
used in the analysis process, and the results were as follows. First, social capital of the elderly
who live alone showed a positive relationship with life satisfaction. Second, in the relationship
between social capital and life satisfaction, depression played a mediating role in both urban
and rural areas. Third, public income only moderated the relationship between social capital and
life satisfaction in rural areas. In other words, in rural areas, where social capital is not fully
equipped, public assistance would be helpful in promoting their life satisfaction. The study suggests
social work and policy implications to raise the life satisfaction of elderly who live alone.

Keywords: Elderly who Lives Alone, Social Capital, Life Satisfaction, Depression, Public Income
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