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A Study on the Predictors of Career Identity in Adolescents
Using a Decision Tree Model

Sun-Sook Park, Seok-Jin Ju

Dept. of Social Welfare, Silla University,
Dept. of Child Welfare, Kosin University

This study was conducted to identify the characteristics of youth groups by predictor adolescents
based on their career identity using the decision tree model, which is one of the most common
data mining techniques. For analysis, 1,988 students from the 6th year of the 4th panel of the
KCYPS data of the Korea Youth Policy Institute were studied. The significant variables affecting
career identity classification were identified as health status among individual characteristics,
as well as parent education level, family financial status, and parenting attitude among family
characteristics, self-identity and self-esteem among psychological characteristics, and teacher
relationship among school characteristics. Additionaly, self-identity was found to be the most
significant variable among determinants of career identity. Followed by, teacher relationship in
groups with high or low career identity, and parenting attitude and self-esteem in the group
with moderate career identity. While maternal education level had a negative impact on career
identity, paternal education level had a positive impact. Furthermore, the group with high career
identity consisted of students with high self-identity and high teacher attitude. Who had a
complementary relationship with career identity. Finally, in the group with low career identity,
parenting attitude and moternal education were identified as important factors in addition to
self-identity and teacher relationship. Based on these results, | would suggest practical plans
to their career identity in adolescents growth period.

Keywords: Adolescents, Career Ildentity, Decision Tree Model. Predictor
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