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Problems of Alienation in Movie <Cruel State> and <Diving Bell>

Seong woo Son, Byung Woo Sohn

Konkuk University, Chungnam National University

The purpose of this thesis is to identify the social implications for the subject of the bereaved
families of the Sewol-ho. For this, two movies, <Cruel State> and <Diving Bel>wereanalysed using
a semiotic-psychoanalytic perspective. Two stages of alienation were found. First, the bereaved
families constitute alienated subjects who are helpless but living beings. Second, the bereaved
families can be called ‘hysteric’ and alienated from one another. The state attempted to control
bereaved families by an invisible form of scientific discourse. The new social horizon can open
up if our society and the bereaved families were able to reach ‘destitution of subject’ through
separation from the Other rather than being excluded. We can change the symbolic order by
becoming the Real rather than persisting the symbolic alienation.

Keywords: Lacanian Psychoanalysis, Isolation and Separation, Destitution of Subject Homo Sacer
and the Real, Sewol-ho
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