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Improving the Efficiency and Cooperation Between the National
Assembly and the Current Administration After the Transfer of
Central Administrative Agencies to Sejong City

Dong 1I Yook

Dept. of Local Autonomy Administration

The purpose of this study is to improve the efficiency and cooperation between the National Assembly and
the current administration following the transfer of central administrative agencies to Sejong City. Under
the principle of the separation of powers, the National Assembly and the executive branch function to check
and balance one another. While the majority of central administrative agencies have been transferred to
Sejong City, the Blue House, the National Assembly, and a number of key administrative agencies remain
in Seoul. This raises the question of how cooperation can be established between these entities, and is
a critical question addressed in this study. To this end, the paradigm of national administration is shifting
from ‘government’ to ‘governance.’ Thus, by examining theories concerning policy and governance, as well
as cooperative governance theory, an analysis framework is established. Analysis of the current situation
reveals that the performance of the tasks between the National Assembly and the current administration
are limited by the paradigms of past governments. Therefore, in order to fundamentally change national
government management in accordance with the new governance paradigm, parliament and the current
administration have proposed a plan to improve efficiency. First, under the assumption that the ideology
of the state administration requires the harmonization of efficiency, democracy and balance, a cooperative
network was established. Second, the method of solving the problem of the geographical dispersion of state
administration is divided into short-, medium-, and long-term approaches. In the short term, the activities
of the National Assembly in Sejong City are strengthened, and consequently, a number of standing committees
have been established. The middle term involves establishing a second office of the Blue House and a branch
of the National Assembly in Sejong City, which is feasible under current laws and the constitution. Through
this, the President and members of Parliament are able to cooperate in Sejong City, where a majority of
central administrative agencies exist. Going forward, revising the Constitution requires national consensus
and a referendum on the new administrative capital, which requires the National Assembly and the administration
to be located in close geographical proximity. Third, improving the system of government administration
and the operating system is reflective of an improvement in government innovation, the innovation of the
National Assembly, and the relationship between the two. Fourth, to adapt the ideology and paradigm shift
of the state administration, and for improving the system and management system of the state administration,
it is argued that first and foremost, change is necessary. Change is required in the political and administrative
culture as well as in the consciousness, beliefs, and behavior of public officials and lawmakers in order
to ultimately change the political administration culture of the executive branch and parliament. Finally, institutional
design and a process of cooperation as a way to build a cooperative system, and thus a new state administration,
were discussed. If the prescriptions of strengthening the efficiency and cooperation of the parliament and
the administration discussed above are faithfully applied to the management of the state administration,
it is believed that it will not only become a parliamentary and administrative body that is trusted by the
people, but one that can also guarantee the success of Sejong City.

Keywords: Sejong City, Governance, Cooperation between the National Assembly and the Administrative
Body, Political and Administrative Culture, A Branch of the National Assembly in Sejong City
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