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A Comparative study on Corporate Social Responsibility Spirit and
Ethics of Capitalist Group in Korea and Japan

Ye-jin Mun, Sang Min Lee

Dept. of sociology, Hanyang University

This paper analyzes the evolution of corporate social responsibility in Korea and Japan. In particular,
we compare characteristics of the formation of the capitalist group that leads corporate social
responsibility by establishing and developing the company, and its change and direction. To this
end, we divide the history of capitalism into the following three periods, and analyze the CSR
spirit and ethics of representative capitalist groups in each period: i) pre-capitalism, ii) early
capitalism, and iii) modern capitalism. Through this comparison, we have found that the role
of social responsibility required by the time period and the adaptation of capitalists to the demands
of the new change, beyond the economic class struggle, and the common tradition among the
capitalist classes of both Korea and Japan also the ethics of CSR. Its management philosophy
and trader spirit has continued. In Korea, the spirit of CSR and its morality were undermined
due to the Japanese colonial period. In Japan, the emergence of new capitalists following Japan’s
demolition of Zaibatsu and Americanization of CSR has appeared.
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