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The Self-Branding Practices of the Internet BJ and
the Construction of Intimacy between

Myung-Bin Im, Sujeong Kim

Dept. of Communication, Chungnam National University

The study explores the self-branding practices of famous broadcast jockey(BJ) in Africa TV,
guided by the concept of micro-celebrity. In addition, this study examines the construction of
intimacy between BJs and audience. To achieve this aim, this study employs textual analyses
of BJs’s videos as well as instant messages between BJs and audience members. Results found
that famous BJs’ branded self can be identified as three types, including ‘intimate friend’ type,
‘exemplary boy/girl friend” type, and ‘skillful expert’ type. These branded images rest on the
intimacy between the BJ and the fan, which is constructed by their interaction, such as ‘sharing
of male- dominated vulgar culture’, ‘sharing of sense of vulnerability’, and ‘the participation of
contents production.” Specifically, due to the structure of dynamics of interactivity based on the
star-balloon apparatus same as super-chat in YouTube, the power of micro-celebrity is not superior
to that of audience-fan. This gives a new insight to the understanding of the hierarchical power
relations between traditional celebrities and fans.

Keywords: BJ. Micro—celebrity, Self Branding, Africa TV, Content Creator, YouTuber
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