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Demographic Trends and Family Policy Response in Europe and
Korea's Challenges for Population Policy

Kwang-Hee Jun

Chungnam National University

This study aims to review demographic trends and family policy in Europe, and to highlight challenges
for future population policy in Korea. According to the 2015 revision of the UN World Population
Prospect, the population in Europe will experience relatively fast ageing and gradual decline by
2015. In each region, the rate of population growth has continued to decline since the 1960s
when fertility began to decline. In all regions except Northern Europe, population began to experience
the natural decline resulting from excess deaths exceeding births, and future trend was subject
to fluctuation in international migration. At least ten years ago, the European Union began to
consider low and declining fertility as one of the critical challenges affecting the future development
of the continent. In Europe, national governments worked together to develop comprehensive
and innovative family policies in the priority areas of gender equality, employment, child care,
and maternity leave in order to stop perpetuation of a sub-replacement fertility or sometimes
lowest-low fertility (TFR lower than 1.3 births per woman) regime. In this study, Romania’s failed
pronatalism under the leadership of Ceausescu. is examined in conjunction with the issue of
reproductive rights. In light of the recent European experience, South Korea will continue to
be influenced by lowest-low fertility for a considerable period of time. However, this study proposes
that the Korean government should not try to implement forced pronatalist population policies,
such as restricted access to induced abortion. Although South Korea will face enormous challenges
in coping with the imminent demographic crisis, South Korea must create sustainable social and
economic systems by increasing migrant labor to alleviate the effects of population ageing and
the decline in population.

Keywords: UN World Population Prospect, Ageing, Population Decline, Crude Birth Rate, Crude
Death Rate, International Migration, Gender Equality, Employment. Childcare, Matermity
Leave, Lowest-Low Fertility, Romania’s Pronatalist Policy, Sustainable Development



	유럽의 인구동향 및 저출산 대응 가족정책과 한국 인구정책의 과제
	1. 머리말
	2. 유럽의 인구동향
	3. 유럽의 출산율 변동과 정책대응의 경험
	4. 유럽의 가족정책 경험으로 본 한국 인구정책의 과제
	5. 종합과 결론
	참고문헌


