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= FH(UK Independence Party, UKIP)ol|Al
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1980t o] A §2e] FLAYGo 7 AHo| ]
- oFallA] ‘o]g@o} ALE]-5(MS], Italian Social
Movement)' & A ¢jstas= AHel FEFZA 1
22 A 27] oA 1
CER S LR
2 Aol A %xg
ot ko] 1w A X (Front National), vk
3¢} w29ol9] AAY(Progress Party), 5
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A 1980 9

ol FHAe7) A3
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populist) &, T AW (Minkenber)= A1-%-3Hnew
right) 502 FEsle] ‘:} 73], 14
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Party) 22 37& vt 5 1985 thA] mAS
(Green Party of England and Wales, GPEW)
o= vt Qe o] 231 9t
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NF)’, ‘d=1Z(British National Party, BNP)
5 ofe] A S9A1E ] AlETE At o= A
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The Emergence and Growth of the Radical Right:
Focusing on the UK Independence Party

Ki-sung Park, Jae-jeong Park

Department of Political Science and Diplomacy, Graduate School Chungnam National University

This study analyses changes in the cleavage structure and the political opportunity structure
acting on it as the reasons for the growth of the UK Independence Party (UKIP). Changes in
political cleavage have progressed depending on the changes in social structure and value
preference in the UK, and the deepening European integration internationally, which in turn have
led to economic convergence and sociocultural polarization, respectively. In addition, the elements
in the political opportunity structure that played a role in the increased votes gained by the
UKIP include the government’s open immigration policy and the policy towards the EU adopted
by the main political parties. They can be described in detail as follows. First, social and structural
changes have weakened and fragmented the working class and the rise of the middle class,
which in turn have significantly weakened the voters” support for main political parties. This change
has weakened the main political parties” influence and strengthened the opportunity for the UKIP,
which had previously been located at the margin of the political arena. Second, changes in value
preference have increased the voters” demand for new politics, thus forming the left-libertarian
and, in reaction to this, the right-authoritarian also. While the main political parties did not take
proper action against problems in the midst of the frame of the old politics, UKIP succeeded
in mobilizing voters in the right-authoritarian and expanding its political space. Third, the deepening
European integration has also affected the UK’s political cleavage structure. The crack in voters’
opinion regarding the European integration has caused disputes not only over national sovereignty
and identity, but has also been revealed socially and culturally. The main political parties were
unable to meet the demands of those who were skeptical of the European integration; therefore,
the voters who were disappointed at the main political parties selected the UKIP.

Keywords: UKIP, Far Right Radical Right Political Cleavage, Political Opportunity Structure
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