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Labour-Management Relationships in Fire Services and
Basic Labour Rights of Emergency Responders

Daewook Kim, Wonhyuk Cho

Chonnam National University, Victoria University of Wellington

This study examined the new roles of firefighters’ work councils in South Korea under their changing
legal environment. Recent legislation centralized the first responses and allowed firefighters to
organize work councils representing fire and emergency workers in the public sector. In South
Korea, the government has primed the unique nature of the first responders in the public sector,
emphasizing public-ness of the fire services. The labour issues of firefighters have largely been
overlooked. Labour issues of Korea's firefighters have been addressed by international societies,
such as the ILO or OECD. It is necessary to identify current and future labour issues of firefighters
and first responders in South Korea. Therefore, this article indicates the distinctive role of work
councils and future development of the councils that complement trade unions while maintaining
their independent functions.

Keywords: Firefighters, Work Council, Labour Rights, Labour Union
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