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Research into Citizens’ Acceptance of Renewable Energy Policy

Jungho Park

Sangmyung University

The policy environment of South Korea can be epitomized as democratization, informatization,
and diversification. Today, the Korean government needs greater efforts to bring out policy support
and acceptance from citizens and various stakeholders. The resistance and refusal of citizens
to accept policies and projects, such as renewable energy, can negatively affect policy effectiveness
due to the rising costs, extension of a project’s period, and delayed policy implementation. Bearing
these points in mind, this study examines citizens’ acceptance of renewable energy policies.
Over the years, the Korean government has tended to provide economic rewards and benefits
as a way to increase citizens” acceptance of a policy. This study examines theories from the
perspective of economic rationality (e.g., compensation, benefit provision) to increase policy
acceptance from the perspectives of cognitive convenience and civic duty. Based on such theoretical
perspectives, this research conducts an empirical analysis on the level of policy acceptance
for renewable energy, applying the experimental vignette method (EVM) to analyze the differences
in the receptivity citizens show when a vignette is presented that was based on different situations,
information, and scenarios. The analysis found that a group presented with information on
environmental pollution problems (e.g., child victims of future generations, the elderly) was more
receptive to a new renewable energy policy than a group presented with a vignette based on
economic benefits. In addition, there was a change in the policy acceptance of new and renewable
energy according to the type of information in vignettes presented by the survey participants
randomly assigned to them. Through these analysis results, we point out the limitations of the
approach to increase policy acceptance by providing economic rewards and benefits and by
sharing the social desirability and legitimacy of new and renewable energy policies and civic
norms. The results argue that an additional effort to share the values of the opposition is needed.

Keywords: Renewable Energy Policy, Policy Acceptance, Experimental Vignette Method
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