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Comparing the Cultural Administration Systems
of the OECD Member Countries

Kwanpyo Bae Jongseok Bak Hyunki Shin
Chungnam National Seoul National The Catholic
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This study compares the cultural administration systems of the OECD member countries in terms
of functions to understand the peculiarities of the South Korean cultural administration system.
The summary of the analysis results is as follows. First, the degrees of diversification of the
cultural administration systems of OECD member countries are different. The United States has
the most divided system, and the United Kingdom has the least one. If Japan has diversified
more after the United States, South Korea has an more integrated one which is second to that
of the United Kingdom. Hence, South Korea is more like the United Kingdom than Japan or France.
Second, the specificities of the South Korean cultural administration system are summarized in
comparison with the other OECD member countries. The Ministry of Culture, Sports, and Tourism
is not responsible for the cultural heritage policies. It is in charge of the tourism function and
has a public relations function uniquely. This study argues that the Ministry of Culture, Sports,
and Tourism needs to hand over the role of public relations. This study presents implications
to discuss the organizational design of the Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism through a
comparison with the other OECD member countries.

Keywords: Cultural Administration System, The Ministry of Culture, Sports, and Tourism,
Functional Diversification, Functional Integration, Comparative Administration
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