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Placeness of ‘Home' Based on Elderly Women’s Autobiographical
Narratives: Focus on Residents at Elderly Care Facilities

Seohyun Kim, Young-Ju Park

Dept. of Social Welfare, Jeonbuk National University

This study aimed to understand the meaning of the placeness of ‘home’ that elderly women
inherently experienced in their life course. To respond to the research question, one-on-one
in-depth interviews were conducted on four elderly women residing in elderly care facilities. The
collected data were analyzed based on three parts, ‘dimension’, ‘turning’, and ‘adaptation’ presented
by Mandelbaum (1973) for a life history approach, and with the method of an autobiographical
narrative inquiry, the meanings implied in the depth of what the research participants told. The
research results are as follows. First, the ‘dimensions’ of the research participants for ‘home’
appeared like, “A shift from ‘home woven by care’ to ‘a new site they would depend on for
the rest of their lives™ based on five sub-topics. Second, the ‘turnings’ of the perception and
experience of ‘home’ were described through four sub-topics and appeared like “Relations being
broken into ‘parting from home’ and ‘parting in home.” Third, the research participants told about
the ‘adaptations’ of ‘home’ based on five sub-topics, which was like, “A life lived with ‘a longing
for home™ and ‘missing full of home.” In conclusion, some discussion points were proposed based
on the things newly found in this study.

Keywords: Elderly Women, Placeness, Residential Space, Narrative Inquiry, Life History
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