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Coming out and Outing experiences of Sexual Minority Youth in
South Korea: Using Photovoice

Chanmi Kim, Jieha Lee, Wonjun Kwak

Soongsil University

Sexual minority youths have long been exposed to the pervasive history of discrimination in South
Korea. Studies have consistently reported that sexual minority individuals, compared to their
heterosexual counterparts, are more likely to experience verbal abuse from family members,
and to be suffered by violent behaviors, such as bullying, teasing, harassment, and physical
assault in the process of education. In this study, a photvoice method was used to illustrate
the experiences of coming out and outing experiences of LGBT youth. Four participants who
acknowledged themselves to be sexual minorities are cases for the qualitative analysis based
on the description and labeling of their photographs, individual experiences, notes, and recordings.
An analysis of the data collected from each participant showed four major themes observed
across the cases: “Hiding myself: It hurts”, “Coming out: Fear but no regret’, “Outing: The sharpest
blade | want to avoid”, “No matter what: Move forward.” This finding highlights the importance
of school environment, including teachers and peers, asks the critical role of sexual minority
rights organization, and claims for immediate legislation of the Anti-discrimination law in South
Korea in order to promise the healthy development of sexual minority youth.

Keywords: Sexual Minority Youth, Coming Out Outing, Photovoice
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