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Sookkyong Kim

Korean Studies Institute

This study examined the French migrant policies by analyzing the Migrant Integration Policy Index
and how ‘republicanism’, the basic principle of French assimilationism is reflected in the migrant
integration policy, focusing on its problems and outcomes. An analysis of MIPEX revealed high
ranks in ‘anti-discrimination(77%)’, ‘access to nationality(61%)" related to ‘equality’, ‘rights’, but
low ranks in ‘education(36%)’, and ‘permanent residence(48%)’. This reflects the Republic’s
‘equality’, ‘rights’ and ‘laicit¢” against multiculturalism. On the other hand, while France aims for
equality in policy, in reality, there is a dual aspect in which the ideal of ‘equality’ and discrimination
against non-EU migrants simultaneously exist. During 2007-2014, French policy has not changed
much. The uncompromising tendency of assimilationism appears to remain consistent despite
the international trends and failure to integrate. Nevertheless, it is too early to judge whether
this tendency is a temporary response to recent incidents or a long-term commitment to
assimilationism. A more inclusive, democratic integration policy will allow immigrants to settle
permanently, and more citizens can co-exist trusting them. Therefore, political will integrating
immigrants as true citizens is more important than political tradition.

Keywords: French Republicanism, Migrant Integration Policy, MIPEX(Migrant Integration Policy
Index), Assimilationism, Multiculturalism

A Study on the French Immigrant Integration Policy through MIPEX
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