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A Comparative Study on Level of Political Participation and Its
Differences between Social Groups in Six Metropolitan Cities
(Seoul, Busan, Daegu, Incheon, Gwangju & Daejeon)

Tae-Gun Yoo, Jae-Kwon Cha

Pukyong National University

This study analyzed and compared differences in the level of political participation and its differences
among social groups in six metropolitan cities in Korea through analysis of data from a survey
conducted in early 2020. To this end, political participation was classified into three types:
conventional political participation, political protest, and online political participation. Social groups,
focusing on the socioeconomic status(SES) variables, were divided into two gender groups and
three groups each for age, education level and household income and then analyzed through
descriptive statistics and one-way ANOVA. First, regarding the level of political participation, political
protest scored the highest with an average of 18 points out of 100, followed by online political
participation with 9.25 points and conventional political participation with 5.75. In this regard, the
most common type of political participation in the six cities was political protest. On the other
hand, regarding the level of political participation by region, Seoul, Busan, and Gwangju scored
relatively higher than Daegu, Incheon and Daejeon. Next, the differences of political participation
between social groups appear relatively more in Seoul, Busan and Gwangju than other regions,
and more in gender and education level than other socioeconomic status variables.

Keywords: Political Participation, Conventional Political Participation, Political Protest Online Political
Participation
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