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Review of the Consistency of Korea's Population Census for
Longitudinal Analysis

Ka-Eun Kim, Kwang-Hee Jun

Chungnam National University

Korea has conducted a population census since 1925 every five years to determine the size,
structure, distribution, and characteristics of the population. Statistics Korea provides 2% individual
census data from 1960 to 2015 and the data are widely used by many people. This paper examined
data consistency among censuses in order to satisfy UN's national statistical principles. The
evaluation focused on the consistency of microdata, periodicity of items, changes in concepts
and methods, approaches, classification, derivative variables, and linkage of population and
household items, etc. This study reveals that the 2% individual data of 1975 and 1980, unlike
other years, were not based on sample enumeration which contains more items than completed
enumeration. Data consistency was partly problematic due to the shift from traditional to
register-based census, instability of economic activity items, and frequent changes in item structure.
Further, inconvenience emerged in some years when integrating population data with household
data. These findings suggest that persistent efforts be made to improve the consistency and
coherence of Korea's 2% public use sample data to enhance the utilization of the population
census.

Keywords: 2% Public Use Sample Data of Korea's Population Census, Consistency of Population
Census, Coherence of Population Census
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