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Effect of Korean Language Proficiency on Life Satisfaction and
Depression of Married Migrant Women: Verification of Mediating
Effect of Subjective Class Consciousness

Sun-Suk Kim, Dae-Young Ko, Hye-Won Kim, Yo-Sep Jo, Seong-Eun Choi, Ki-Chae Min

Korea National University of Transportation

The purpose of this study was to analyze the effect of immigrant women’s Korean language
ability on life satisfaction and depression via the mediating effect of subjective class consciousness
as well as provide basic data for social policy. To do this, we surveyed 249 married migrant
women from Vietnam, China, the Philippines, and Cambodia living in Chung-ju. As a result, the
subjective class consciousness was shown to play a partial mediating role in the relationship
between Korean language ability and life satisfaction. It was verified that subjective hierarchical
consciousness is an important factor in explaining the relationship between migrant women’s
Korean language ability and life satisfaction. We confirmed that the social hierarchy theory can
be applied not only to the general public but also to immigrant women, who are relatively weak
in terms of income, wealth, education, and occupation. Raising the hierarchical level can be said
to be an important task for immigrant women, and the main method is to improve Korean language
skill. Further, we proposed a customized Korean language education support policy for migrant
women living in rural areas.

Keywords: Married Migrant Women, Korean Language Proficiency, Depression, Life Satisfaction,
Subjective Class Consciousness
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