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Reality and Challenges of Traditional Journalism in the
Era of YouTube Journalism

Seonhee Yang

Daejeon University

YouTube is a new keyword that is penetrating the current media environment within Korean
society. YouTube is subjugating people’s daily lives not only in the field of entertainment but
also in the search for simple information or news. The YouTube algorithm, which optimizes content
to an individual's preference, can propagate ‘fake news’, which is another emerging keyword.
This phenomenon expands the impact of fake news and renders the journalism environment even
more barren. In the context of the environment of YouTube journalism, which reinforces confirmation
bias and is riddled with false news, this study verified the principle theory that the fundamental
solution to the problems of traditional journalism is to ameliorate the tarnished reliability of the
press, and suggests various reactive strategies to that end. Traditional journalism must be faithful
to the basic responsibilities of journalism of being truthful and verifiable and must fulfill the tasks
of continuous monitoring, critique, and fact-checking. In addition, considering the changing trends
in media use by users and the intensified digital media environment, YouTube channels are undeniably
fashionable; even newspapers that are unfamiliar with the video platform are not exempted from
its influence.

Keywords: YouTube, YouTube Algorithm, YouTube Journalism, Fake News
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