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A Qualitative Case Study on Family Experiences in the transition
of the Third-country Born North Korean Youth in South Korea

Jiwan Do, Myung-Jin Hwang

Korea University

This article focuses on the meaning of the third-country born North Korean refugee youth's family
relationship, which is experienced in the context of migration. Research questions include: First,
what the third-country born North Korean refugee youths experience in family changes in the
context of migration? Second, what strategies they adopt to overcome the difficulties caused
by family relationships? Third, what is their experience in the process of immigration and family
life? This study was conducted according to the qualitative case study method. According to
this methodology, intra-case analysis and inter-case analysis were performed, and these categories
were sorted according to the space and axis of migration. Six themes were identified: “To Be
Alienated Without Care as Ugly Duckling”, “Struggling in both Excitement and Confusion”, “Eager
for a Real Home”, “Rushing with Help”, and “Getting to Know Myself, Flying Out to the World.”
Results found that the meaning of migration experience of the third-country North Korean youths
was that they discovered their own strategies by challenging and accepting their family
circumstances. Unlike previous studies dealing with the issue of cultural adaptation, this study
focuses mainly on family relationship and their strategies to the difficulties. The findings show
that the meaning of the immigration experience of the third-country born North Korean refugee
youth is the acquisition of self-identity, which resulted in response to family changes. This study
concludes with important discussions. First, a support system that considers the family situation
and immigration background of the third-country born North Korean youth should be improved.
Second, in order to resolve difficulties in family relationships after migration, work home compatibility
policies of North Korean refugee women need examination. Third, it is urgent to investigate the
survey and to prepare quantitative data on North Korean refugees, including the third-country
born youths, and it should be used to establish an effective support system.

Keywords: The Third-country Born North Korean Refugee Youth, North Korean Refugees,
Family Relation, Serial Migration, Qualitative Case Studies, Self-identity
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