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Prototype Analyses of the Concepts of Forgiveness

Yun-mi Jang, Un-Yeong Lee, Yoon-Ki Min

Department of Psychology, Chungnam National University

The purpose of the study was to explore the conceptual structure of forgiveness through a
circular approach. In Study 1, 68 characteristics related to the concept of forgiveness were derived
by asking study subjects to list the attributes that represent forgiveness. Study 2 confirmed
that items derived from study 1 were judged to be central among the characteristics of forgiveness
by having each characteristic leveled to see how representative they were. Study 3 assessed
the positivity and negativity associated with the concept of forgiveness and looked at the coexistence
of positivity and negativity in terms of forgiveness in Korean society. In study 4, the response
time of the characteristics of the normalized term was measured in study 2 to identify the typical
effects. This study contributes to establishing a framework for reviewing the stability of a circular
approach, while carefully considering its cognitive, contextual, and relational aspects when
approaching concepts.

Keywords: Forgiveness, Prototype, Typicality Effect
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