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A Case Study on the Lives of Laid Off Shipbuilding Workers

Jihyun Jang, Minsoo Kim, Eunhee Kim, Jaehyun Kim

Pusan National University, Social Welfare

Large-scale restructuring has exacerbated the suffering of laid off shipbuilding workers. Dismissed
workers of subcontractors were placed in blind spots of the social safety net, which made various
aspects of their life difficult. This study looked closely at the lives after the dismissal of major
workers and subcontractors. As a result of the analysis, first, there were qualitative differences
in terms of the provision of information and the use of related services, after the dismissal of
workers of subcontractors and major companies. Second, the family relations of dismissed workers
were at risk. Third, the national policy for supporting laid off workers did not have a substantial
impact on the lives of the laid off workers. The policy suggestions presented are as follows.
To close the information gap between the primary contractor and subcontractor dismissed workers,
public relations in relevant organizations and services that meet the needs of dismissed workers
should be enhanced. A family support policy is necessary in order to cope with changes in family
relationships after dismissal. All the rights reserved to the small and medium sized ship research
institute and the role of the shipbuilding industry hope support center should be reestablished.

Keywords: Worker, Layoffs, Life, Shipbuilding, Case Study
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