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The Effect of Social Welfare Service for the Elderly on Life
Satisfaction Through the Intermediary of Social Activity and
Ego-Integrity

Jeong-Sook Oh

Dept. of Social Welfare, Silla University

This study analyzed the effect of social welfare service for the elderly on life satisfaction through
the intermediary of social activity and ego-integrity in order to settle senior issues, which occur
along with the rapid increase in population of the elderly and to improve life satisfaction of the
elderly. For analysis, this study comprised of 4,809 elderly people aged 65 and over from the
12nd Korean Welfare Panel Data. Survey results were analyzed using structural equation modelling.
The study findings are as follows. Welfare service for the elderly and social activity did not directly
influence life satisfaction, and ego integrity highly influenced life satisfaction. In addition, social
service and care service negatively affected ego-integrity, and social activity had a positive
effect on ego integrity. Also, social insurance service, social service and care service influenced
ego integrity by the medium of social activity, social activity influenced life satisfaction by the
medium of ego-integrity, and social insurance service and care service influenced life satisfaction
by the medium of social activity and ego-integrity. Based on these study findings, this study
suggested plans to improve life satisfaction of the elderly.

Keywords: Welfare service for the Elderly, Social Activity, Ego-Integrity, Life Satisfaction
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