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The Study on the Policy Change of
Long-term Care Insurance in Korea (2008-2018):
Focused on comparison with major OECD countries

Yongpil Moon, ChangLyul Jung

National Health Insurance Service Health Insurance Policy Institute, Dankook University

This study examines patterns of services over the last 30 years, such as the expansion of
home-based service from traditional facility service by reforming long-term care service through
OECD countries. We analyzed whether the trend of using long-term care services in major OECD
countries is similar to that of Korea. To do this, we applied the Gori et al. (2016) analysis framework
and examined the comparison between Korea and OECD countries in terms of policy mix, coverage
and intensity. Over the past 30 years, long-term care services in OECD countries have shown
an increasing tendency due to population aging and service users. In addition, there has been
a tendency to converge trends in the use of home-based/facility services. In other words, there
was a tendency to expand service coverage and to decrease service intensity, while regarding
facility service, there was a tendency to reduce service coverage and to enhance service intensity.
On the other hand, since the introduction of the social insurance system in 2008, Korea has
expanded service coverage and strengthened service intensity in both home-based and facility
services, which is different from trends in OECD countries. Based on this analysis, the study
needed to find a suitable institutional path to the reality of Korea considering pattern changes
of long-term care services. In addition, it was presented as a policy statement that it is necessary
to clarify service types according to the long-term care service user rating and to seek a systematic
route of Korea considering the change of a service utilization trend of long-term care insurance
for the elderly.

Keywords: Long-term Care Insurance, Long—term Care Service, Resource Allocation, Policy Mix,
Coverage, Service Intensity, Cash Benefit Policy Evaluation
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