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Context and Pattern of the Daily Life in the Forensic Hospital People
with Criminal Mental lliness Have Experienced

So-Hee Ju, Ji-Sung Kwon, In-Geun Oh

Korea Baptist Theological University / Seminary

The purpose of this study was to understand the context and patterns of life experienced by
criminal psychiatric patients in a forensic hospital. To achieve this goal, researchers conducted
interviews with 10 criminal psychiatric patients living in a forensic hospital, as well as one social
worker and one nurse providing services to these patients, and analyzed by context-pattern
analysis, one of the qualitative research approaches. In this study, life in the forensic hospital
is composed of internal treatment system, care system, and other living patients. Analysis results
are as follows: the context of life in the forensic hospital, the pattern of life in the forensic hospital,
the meaning of the life of the forensic hospital. If each dimension is examined in detall, the context
of life is linked to a psychiatric care systems, social networks, external mental health systems
and legal systems. The pattern of life in the forensic hospital can be divided into daily life patterns,
treatment patterns, and care patterns. The meaning of life in the forensic hospital appeared
as ‘closed space, blocked door’, ‘time to go slowly, future not to come’, ‘everyday life without
change’, ‘people beyond the wall’, ‘hard wall of the world’. Based on the results of this study,
policies and practical guidelines were presented to help people with criminal mental illness adapt
to society.

Keywords: People with Criminal Mental lllness, Forensic Hospital. Living Experience, Adaptation,
Context-Pattern Analysis
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